
Naperville Community Unit District 203 August, 2024

Dear Music Parents/Guardians,

The Washington Junior High School music performance faculty welcomes you and your students to an
exciting year. The following will explain the policies of the Music Department and we ask for your assistance
in implementing them.

The main objectives of the music program are to encourage musical growth and provide a lifelong creative
outlet for our students. Students and teachers must work together toward the common artistic goal of
continually striving to achieve high standards. These can only be met with the utmost cooperation among
students, teachers, and parents. Therefore, please read the following information very carefully.

REHEARSALS AND TECHNIQUE CLASSES
Music performance classes rehearse during the week as follows:

BAND

6th Grade Band Concert Band: Tuesday and Thursday, 9th period

7th Grade Band Symphonic Band: Monday, Wednesday, Friday (minus choir), 7th period

8th Grade Band Symphonic Band: Monday, Wednesday, Friday (minus choir), 8th period

CHOIR

6th Grade Choir Monday and Tuesday (small group TBA),
Wednesday and Friday (full), 9th period

7th Grade Choir Wednesday and Thursday (small group TBA)
Tuesday and Friday (full), 7th period

8th Grade Choir Wednesday and Thursday (small group TBA)
Tuesday and Friday (full), 8th period

ORCHESTRA

6th Grade Orchestra Concert Strings: Monday, Tuesday (minus choir), Thursday, 9th period

7th Grade Orchestra Symphonic Orchestra: Monday, Tuesday (minus choir), Thursday, 7th period

8th Grade Orchestra Symphonic Orchestra: Monday, Tuesday (minus choir), Thursday, 8th period

In addition to the large group rehearsals, every band and orchestra student is to attend a small group technique
class that meets once a week, on a rotating basis during the regularly scheduled class periods. Students are
responsible for all assignments incurred in academic classes during their technique class time. Work must be
turned into those teachers concurrent with their policies. If a student must miss a technique class due to a
major test in another class, the student can be excused from the technique class and may attend a make-up
period. The music performance course grade will be affected when the student has an unexcused absence
from a technique class.



PARTICIPATION IN PERFORMING ORGANIZATIONS – Enrollment in Band, Orchestra, and Choir is
a voluntary parent-student commitment to a performing organization that signifies special musical interest
and motivation. It also means acceptance of the responsibility to support the performance team by
recognizing and fulfilling these conditions:

1. Band, orchestra, and choir are full year classes.
2. Once enrolled, students will be expected to remain in their performance classes throughout

the school year, unless excused by the director.
3. Students and/or parents should address all questions regarding participation in or attendance

to specific performance classes to the director.
4. Qualified students who wish to join performance classes during the school year may do so

with the approval of the director.
5. Students are responsible for the folder and music issued to them. Students must pay

replacement costs of all lost/damaged music.

PERFORMANCES –Performance is an important part of the student’s musical education. It is a chance for
them to show what they have learned in class, and provides an opportunity for the students to demonstrate
musical growth and talent. Participation in all performances is required of every student enrolled in a
music performance class and counts as their summative assessment. If, due to extenuating
circumstances, a student is to be absent from a performance, the director must be notified by the
parents at the earliest possible time, but always before the performance. Absences are excused at the
discretion of the director. If an emergency occurs on the day of performance, parents must call the school that
day and leave a message, or call the director personally.

CONCERT DRESS – All students are expected to wear BLACK pants (no sweats or leggings) or BLACK
skirt/dress (knee length or longer), an ALLWHITE shirt, and BLACK shoes and socks. It is important that
we look unified and professional. Therefore, everyone is expected to wear the proper concert attire and
grades may be affected if students do not wear the proper attire. If you have any questions or concerns about
this policy, please ask your director. Please make sure that shirts are pressed and tucked in, regardless of
style/type of pants/skirt.

The Washington music faculty is very pleased that your child is participating in one or more of the WJHS
music performance classes. We know that the policies we have outlined will enable the music program to run
smoothly.

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated!

Sincerely,

Brian G. Johnson Megan Lathan Claire Makowski
Band, Music Dept. Chair Orchestra Choir
bgjohnson@naperville203.org mlathan@naperville203.org cmakowski@naperville203.org
630-420-6396 630-420-3020 630-328-5867

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO ELECTRONICALLY SIGN THIS CONTRACT.

mailto:bgjohnson@naperville203.org
mailto:mlathan@naperville203.org
mailto:cmakowski@naperville203.org
https://forms.gle/aAzr1gdQnLLmfGVf6


WASHINGTON JUNIOR HIGH MUSIC
CALENDAR 2024-2025

Thursday, October 17 North Side Orchestra Concert 7:00 PM
(8th grade Orchestra students to NNHS)

Tuesday, October 29 Fall Orchestra Concert
(All Orchestra Students) 7:30 PM

Wednesday, October 30 Fall Band Concert
(Concert & Symphonic Bands) 7:30 PM

Wednesday, November 6 Fall Choral Concert (All Choir Students) 7:30 PM

Thursday, November 7 Northside Band Festival at NNHS
(Symphonic Band) 7:00 PM

Thursday, February 13 Winter Spectrum Concert 7:30 PM
(ALL Band/Orchestra/Choir Students)

Saturday, February 22 Solo/Ensemble Contest at LJHS TBA
(Band & Orchestra) (Between 8:00am and 12:30pm)

Sunday, March 16 D203 Orchestra Festival TBA
(ALL Orchestra)

Friday, March 21 WJHS Musical 7:30 PM
Saturday, March 22 WJHS Musical 2:00 PM

Friday, March 28 Grade School Tour 8:30 am-2:00 pm
(Jazz Ensemble, String Fusion, WaVE)

Tuesday, April 29 WJHS Band Festival 7:30 PM
(Ellsworth, Naper, Prairie, & WJHS Symphonic Band)

Wednesday, April 30 WJHS Spring Orchestra Concert 7:30 PM
(4th - 8th grade Orchestra)

Thursday, May 8 Spring Band Concert
(Concert Band & Jazz Bands) 7:30 PM

Monday, May 12 Spring Choral Concert 7:30 PM
(6th - 8th Choir)

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO ELECTRONICALLY SIGN THIS CONTRACT.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesNNMxO5T8wxHpkBn-gFzAqiP9rS9c1eUC2lqHL5VgZ8pm1Q/viewform?usp=sf_link

